
 

  
 
 

 

   Leg. Adv., Susan Kellner, 10915 Pifer Way, Houston TX 77024;  
Texans Advocating for Meaningful Student Assessment,  
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May 1, 2013 

 

The Honorable Rick Perry 
Governor of the State of Texas 
1100 San Jacinto Boulevard 
Austin, Texas 78701 
 

Dear Governor Perry: 

On behalf of Texans Advocating for Meaningful Student Assessment (TAMSA), a statewide grassroots 
organization, we write respectfully to ask for your public support of HB 5. As parents, educators, community 
leaders, and business owners, we represent a groundswell of Texas citizens demanding reform of the current 
STAAR testing system which has created a crisis in Texas public education: over-testing is resulting in less 
learning. Because teachers must cover a rigid, test-driven curriculum in a shortened time, students now 
receive superficial exposure to elements that are tested. Additionally, the high-stakes nature of these tests 
pressure teachers to “teach to the test,” rather than provide an enriched learning environment in the 
classroom. 

We are proud of the success Texas has had attracting businesses that invest in our economy and provide 

jobs. As new businesses move to Texas, they also want assurances that employees’ children will receive an 

education that focuses on a deeper curriculum and not only the superficial aspects covered by extensive 

standardized testing. In this global economy, parents and businesses alike want students to become creative 

thinkers and problem solvers, as opposed to students whose deepest thinking is to pass a standardized test.   

  STAAR dramatically increased the number of state standardized tests in Texas, far beyond what is 
required in other states. Texas is the ONLY state requiring 15 tests to be passed to graduate on a college-ready 
plan. In sharp contrast, 25 states require NO tests – ZERO – to be passed to graduate. Of the other 25 states, 
17 require three or fewer tests to be passed to graduate. And in grades 3 – 8, Texas imposes more tests (17) 
than required by federal law. 

One hundred twenty-three thousand (123,000) current 10th grade students are off-track to graduate 
because they have failed one or more STAAR tests. We expect this number to double after testing is complete 
with the 9th grade class. Imagine, a quarter of a million students on track to drop out of high school – how can 
this be good for Texas? HB 5 is the only viable bill this session that will prevent thousands of students from 
leaving high school by taking a more reasoned approach to state-mandated standardized tests. HB 5 increases 
the number of exams required for graduation from the four under TAKS to five, and these tests are of a 
significantly higher difficulty level than TAKS. Furthermore, HB 5 encourages rigor and high standards by 
requiring schools to administer ACT, SAT and other national tests to students – the tests that colleges consider 
for admissions. Thus, HB 5 encourages students to work towards higher education.  



  Page 2
  
   

 
  

www.TAMSATX.org   

        
Leg. Adv., Susan Kellner, 10915 Pifer Way, Houston TX 77024;  

Texans Advocating for Meaningful Student Assessment,  
9337B Katy Freeway #107, Houston, TX 77024 

The current STAAR system is turning our bright, eager children into fearful and defeated students. 
Attached is a small sample of letters from parents who are experiencing first-hand how STAAR tests are 
demoralizing their children and impeding, rather than enriching, their education.  

Your office has responded to constituents, including TAMSA members, with statements such as 
“Governor Perry understands that many students, parents and educators are concerned about the scope of 
the current testing system in Texas” and “If you would like to see a change in state law regarding standardized 
testing requirements, you may wish to continue communicating with your state legislators, as they alone have 
the authority to introduce and pass new legislation.” Governor Perry, the legislature is acting, and at this 
juncture, the citizens of Texas ask that you hear our cry for STAAR reform.   

 We have appreciated the opportunity to meet with your staff and have done so six times in the past 15 
months; however, the decision whether to sign the bill rests with you. As proud Texans, we respectfully 
request that you support HB 5 so that Texas, which took the early lead in standardized testing, may also take 
the lead in setting the appropriate boundaries on state-mandated tests, which intrude on learning and local 
control.     

We would be pleased to meet with you at any time.   

Respectfully yours, 

 

CC:  Texas Lieutenant Governor 
Texas Senators 

 Texas Representatives 


